
THE US LEYTE CV, CVA, CVS32 & A\T-10 
Her keel was laid down as the Crown Point at Newport 
News, VII& shoitly afler the Battle for Leyte GuK on 
21 F e h m -  1944. She was christenedUSS LEYTE on23 
August 1945, under the sponsars1"p ofMrs. James M. 
Mead, wife ofthe United States Senator from the State of 
New York. On 11 April 1946, completed and ready for 
sea, shc was w&ianed and o E d y  Darned the 
Umted Shtes Ship LEYTE. 
Following shakedown &g inGuantanmo Bay with 

Air Groop 18 embarked, LEYIF's maiden voyage took hw 
thmugh the Panama Cwal on a g o o d d  cruise down the 
westm seaboard of South America. The p m d  new carrier 
with Under Secretary of the Navy B r o w  Fleet A h i d  
Leahy andother VIPs on brardpaid calls at Valpariaso, 
Chile and Callas, P a .  Fallowing hanrent ofthe Canal 
again She resumed shakedomopemtim in the waten off 
Cuba and thr Virgin Islands. She returned to Yarktown, 
Vigmia on 12 December 1946. Itwas dunngthese 
evenm months that AAdrmml MMark Mitscher, "father of 
modsn Carrier Warfare" used LEYT'E a s h  flaahiu. - .  
The foUowing h e  ycars were spent innumerou5 fleet 

execises; winterznaneuvers in Davis Straits area, testing 
cold mtherflymg. kaw ofnaval reservists and 
rrr&hprmen Algentia Newfoundland, Trinlhrf, 
Baram* and Gnmhnmo Bay;two Mediterranean d e s  
in 1947 asthe -hip of Carrier Division 4. Port visits 
M Algiers, GoE I- Raranto, Athens, Cypnrs, 
T- Messinq Leghorn Palerrno, Cannes, Naples, 
GibraItR, %uda Bay, Istanbul, Izmir, Alexandria Taranto, 
md Bvnou'she had mined the rmuhtion ss the 

overdue overhaul. Following refisher Wining She hft 
Norfolk astern far her Wch Mediterranean on 3 September 
1951 and, &I amidshipman & to Hdfax, sailrailed on 
the slxthm August 1952. She was designated CVA in 
Auggnt 1952. 
In Qlc spring of 1953 LEYTE entered the BastonNaval 

Shipyard preparatory to deoomm~ssiniry. In August 1953 
ward w a s  received that She would be converted and 
d e w t e d  the Lint anti-submatine wedare support airoraft 
car r ia  (CVS). During th& converrian, &aster struck at 
1515 on 15 October whenthere was an explosion in Her 
portcafapult m m  whiohi;illed 32 and injured scores of 
others. The LEYTE crew began at once the process of 
repairing theu tom and crippled ship Three months later 
inlanuam 1954 astin sad but orod LEYTE stwd out of 
Boston Harbor mils way to a new career. "The warrior 
hadtumed sentinel". 
Following r e m e r  hning in Cuba as the first CVS, 

LEYTE introducedthe brandnew Gnumnan SZF Tracker 
for their first operational deployment and s m t  therest of 
the year learning anti-su&e w d e .  

1955 saw the LEYTE engaging in three fleet exacises 
and m&g Her svdh Mediterranean a&. She was 
chosen to be flagship ofCommander Carrier Division 18 
which She retained for the remainder of Her aciivr s r ~ c e .  
For the final k c  activc years She was the nucleus of a 
hunter-idllrr lorce cu~~tprised "fa quadrm of destroyers, I 
herself and embarked air goup with the wmbinedmission 
of d e t e a  huning, a n d m  enmy submuines. She , 
was the Lint canier to engage in operations against a 
nudevrsnhrnarine and =as the fotaunner and maior 

una?Uljrr o p ~ ~ k n g ~ a r n r r  1 1 .  titc f l ~ v f  .L<ylrp I:, p.3~1 dilly conorl.t.lor I I I  &e c<.~lut~.~ia .rfUt: kvh.s ofh~nre;-hliir 
I.m& snuiql, tv udy tip ano iuolen up the crew. f i e  fhrd 14a;s q p m ~ g  nudcv subn~annet Iln pa,fir~~n:y UI 
Mtd~tmancan rwrc w~ u~ 1 >19 and marly of thc s m e  h h  field v!%r r w o ~ d n l  hwul 19511 when she 
pons w:w v!r~tcrl -7th (.hnimra$ an N.plu, 
hthrspkugof 1!45'..the Lf ' i l ' l .  qnin silc'l ttlr .,fl>rr 

hnmdo~~ROuon\cl l t ,~tL N.dc lalarld f ~ r  1121 iuluth 
~edi&&ei c&e. ~ t ~ e i m t ,  Lebanon in August She 
reoeived word to proceed to support theLnited Nations 
Farces inKorea. After transfemng embarked Mahes to 
toqimmpats, sheprocceded at m&.rimum speed to 
Norfolk for meen days ofpreparalious. She set sail for 
the Far East via the Panama Canal and San Diego w i i h A i ~  
GPoq3 anbad& covering the 18,500miles at a avewe 
speed of 23 hob, to join Fast C m i u  Task Force 77. Tho 
night of arrival was spent inreikeling. The following day 
Shewas bunching H a  jets and attack aircraft at the 
admoineNa& Korean Armv. ahvine in action for 92 

received 
the Battle Efficiency Competition Award as the out- 
staridkg $Up oiher olass. 
LEYTE entered the New York Naval Shipyard for 

inactivation overhaul in January 1959 and was 
decommissioned there on I5 May 1959, having steamed 
nearly half a million miles in which She had launched and 
recovered 70,000 &r&. On that day she was designated 
AW-lo. She &parledNavy custody 2422102 September 
1970. 
"But the preceding are just Bet* and stahtics behind 

whichlies a legendgreater than her accomphrhmenls. 
There arc certhin ships which for no apparent reason are 
selected bv fate to hold a soeoial dace amone those which 

~~~ - -~ ~ 

~~~ ,. . " 
dam of the 108 she onmtedin the Korean m a .  A record eo d a m  to the sea. .4nd&;is wasLthe lot of& LEYTE --,. .. . .. -.... ~~ ~- ~~ -- ~~ -- ~ ~ =~ ~ ~~~~ ~ 

52 ionrwuuve &vr wb spcm .m.r ,m. an ~rannplr. 6 r  I'lorn th; &c\. of her eommasilon~np n hcr bast h y r  on 
rdma ~n ~ h c  ru1l0tcf Pilots hum her dcd: flan- 3.U33 thr Iuc. i l~c  r;put:to<rn o i L e  shp  mdl~er  rr:w ?.~LS !hat o( 
iorbts, la 3ccumui.<t? 1 !,Or0 h~ lua  m thc .u urtUiclcrul& die s:t!~l: rsg:r:l.a .,l'lh. d ~ w  aslglzd wolrlil m,:c 
massive damage upon me aggressors. Her p h e s  wcrc with distinctim Her crew always took pride ina very 
credited with one ofthe first ! d s  of a MlG 15 aicmft and special manner, forthey smed as only a sailor can, the 
one of Herpilot+ Lieutenant (ig) Thomas I. Hudner, flexibility, the preparedness. and the &tent ab* to 
received the Congressid  Medal ofHonor for heroism perfom the impossible that oonstituted the character ofthe 
above and beyond the call of duty Lea* LEYTE. Their splrit islegend. Her place is taken 
Detached from S m t h  Wet on 19 lanuary 1951, on the line by the great new super oanien, yet Her loss 

L E m  retumed tothe Ncrfolk Naval Shipyard for a hng will be remembered She was a fights. What more can be 





 



 



 


