THE US LEYTE CV, CVA, CVS.32 & AVI-10

Her keel was laid down as the Crown Point at Newport
News, Virginia shortly afier the Battle for Leyte Galf, on
21 February 1944, She was christened USS LEYTE on 23
Augnst 1945, under the sponsorship of Mrs. James M.
Mead, wife of the United States Senator from the State of
New York. On i1 April 1946, completed and ready for
sea, she was commissioned and officially named the
United States Ship LEYTE.

Falowing shakedown fraining in Guantaramo Bay with
Adr Group 18 embarked, LEYTE's maiden voyage took her
through the Panama Canal on a goodwill cruise down the
western seaboard of South America. The proud new carrier
with Under Secrefary of the Navy Brown, Fleet Admral
Leahy and other VIP's on board paid calls at Valpariaso,
Chile and Caltao, Pen. Following transient of the Canal
again She resumed shakedown operations in the waters off
Cuba and the Virgin Islands. She relurned to Yorktown,
Virginia on 12 December 1946. It was during these
eventfill months that Admiral Mark Mitscher, " father of
modetn Catvier Warfaze” used LEYTE as his flagship.

The following three years were spent in numerous fleet
exercises; winter manguvers in Davis Straits area, testing
cold weather flying; trating of naval reservists and
mdshipmen visiting Argentia Newfoundland, Trimidad,
Panama, and Guantanamo Bay; two Mediterranean cruises
i 1947 as the flagship of Carrier Division 4. Port visits
ixinded Algiers, Golfe Juan, Raranto, Athens, Cyprus,
“Topoli, Messina, Leghorn, Palermo, Cannes, Naples,
Gibralter, Sonda Bay, Istanbul, Izmir, Alexandria, Taranto,
and Malta. By now she had gained the reputation as the
smoothest operating carrier in the fleet staying in port only
long enough to tidy up and loosen up the crew. The third
Mediterranean cruise was in 1949 and marnty of the same
ports ware visited with Christmas in Naples.

In the spring of 1950, the LEYTE again sailed out of hex
homeport, Quonset Point, Rhiede Island for her fourth
Mediterranean cruise. At Beitut, Lebanon in August She
teceived word to proceed to support the United Nations
Forces in Korea, After ransferring embarked Marines to
froop fransports, she proceeded at maximum speed to
Norfolk for fifteen days of preparations. She set sail for
the Far East via the Paniamna Canal and San Diego with Air
Group 3 embarked, covering the 18,500 miles at a average
speed of 23 knots, to join Fast Carrier Task Force 77. The
night of arrival was spent in refireling. The following day
She was launching Her jets and attack aircraft at the
advancing North Korean Armmy, staying in action for 92
days of the 108 she operated in the Korean area. A record
52 consecutive days was spent at sea, an example for
carriers in the conflict. Pilots from her deck flew 3,933
sorties, to accumadate 11,000 hours in the air inflicting
massive damage upon the agpressors. Her planes were
credited with one of the first kills of a MIG 15 aireraft and
one of Her pilots, Lieutenant (jg) Thomas J. Hudner,
received the Congressional Medal of Honor for heroism
above and beyond the call of duty.

Detached from Seventh Fleet on 19 January 1951,
LEYTE returned to the Norfolk Naval Shipyard for a long

averdue overhaul, Following refresher training She left
Norfolk astern for her fifth Mediterranean an 3 September
1951 and, after a midshipman crise to Halifax, sailed on
the sixth in August 1952, She was desxgnated CVAin
Augnst 1952,

In the spring of 1953 LEYTE entered the Boston Naval
Shipyard preparatory to decomrissioning. In August 1953
word was received that She wonld be converted and
designated the first anti-submanne warfare support aircraft
carrier (CVS). During this conversion, disaster struck at
1515 on 15 October when there was an explosion i Her
port catapult room which killed 32 and injured scores of
others. The LEYTE crew began at once the process of
tepairing their torn and crippled ship. Thiee months Jater
in Janvary 1954 a still sad bat proud LEYTE stood out of
Boston Harbor on its way to a new career. "The watrior
had furned sentinel”.

Following refresher training in Cuba as the first CVS,
LEYTE introduced the brand new Grurtman S2F Tracker
for their first operational deployment and spent the rest of
the year Jeaming anti-submatine warfaze.

1955 saw the LEYTE engaging in three fleet exercises
and making Her sixth Mediterranean cruise. She was
chosen to be flagship of Comrmander Cagrier Division 18
which She refained for the remainder of Her active service.
For the final three active years She was the nuclens of a
Tter-killer foree cornprised of a squadron of destroyers,
herself and embarked air group with the combined mission
of detecting, hunting, and killing enemy submarines. She
was the first carrier to engage in operations against a
nuclear submarine and was the forerunner and major
contributor in the evolution of the teotics of hunter-killer
forees opposing muclear submarines, Her proficieney in
this field was recognized in August 1958 when she
received
the Battle Efficiency Competition, Award as the out-
standing ship of her class.

LEYTE entered the New York Naval Shipyard for
inactivation overhaul in Jamuary 1959 and was
decormmissioned there on 15 May 1959, having stearned
nearly halfa million miles in which She had launched and
recovered 70,000 aircrafl. On that day she was designated
AVT-10. She departed Navy custody 242210Z September
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"But the preceding are just facts and statistics behind
which lies 2 legend greater than her accomplishinents.
There are certain ships which for no apparent reason are
sejected by fate to hold a special place among those which
go down to the sea. And this was the lot of the LEYTE.
From the infancy of her commissioning to her last days on
the line, the reputation of the ship and her crew was that of
one which regardless of the duty assignied would serve
with distinction. Her crew always took pride in a very
special manner, for they sensed, as only a sailor can, the
flexibility, the preparedness, and the consistent ability to
perform the impossible that constituted the character of the
Leading LEYTE. Their spirit is legend. Her place is taken
on the line by the great new super carriers, yet Her loss
will be remembered. She was 2 fighter, What more can be
















